6-III.C. UTILITY ALLOWANCES [24 CFR 965, Subpart E]
Overview
Utility allowances are provided to families paying income-based rents when the cost of utilities
is not included in the rent. When determining a family’s income-based rent, the PHA must use
the utility allowance applicable to the type of dwelling unit leased by the family.
For policies on establishing and updating utility allowances, see Chapter 16.
Reasonable Accommodation [24 CFR 8]
On request from a family, PHAs must approve a utility allowance that is higher than the
applicable amount for the dwelling unit if a higher utility allowance is needed as a reasonable
accommodation to make the program accessible to and usable by the family with a disability [PH
Occ GB, p. 172].
Residents with disabilities may not be charged for the use of certain resident-supplied appliances
if there is a verified need for special equipment because of the disability [PH Occ GB, p. 172].
See Chapter 2 for policies related to reasonable accommodations.
Utility Allowance Revisions [24 CFR 965.507]
The PHA must review its schedule of utility allowances each year. Between annual reviews, the
PHA must revise the utility allowance schedule if there is a rate change that by itself or together
with prior rate changes not adjusted for, results in a change of 10 percent or more from the rate
on which such allowances were based. Adjustments to resident payments as a result of such
changes must be retroactive to the first day of the month following the month in which the last
rate change taken into account in such revision became effective [PH Occ GB, p. 171].
The tenant rent calculations must reflect any changes in the PHA’s utility allowance schedule [24
CFR 960.253(c)(3)].
PHA Policy
The PHA will implement all annually revised utility allowances via an interim or annual
reexamination after a 30 day notice is provided. The 30 day notice shall take place
within 30 days of receipt or determination of the annually revised utility allowance.
Between annual reviews, unless the PHA is required to revise utility allowances
retroactively, revised utility allowances will be applied to a family’s rent calculations at
the first annual reexamination after the allowance is adopted.
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