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PART VII: VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN ACT (VAWA): NOTIFICATION, 

DOCUMENTATION, AND CONFIDENTIALITY 

16-VII.A. OVERVIEW 

The Violence against Women Act (VAWA) provides special protections for victims of domestic 

violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalking, and human trafficking who are applying for or 

receiving assistance under the public housing program. If your state or local laws provide greater 

protection for such victims, those apply in conjunction with VAWA. 

 Although the VAWA 2022 statute does not specifically include human trafficking in the list 

of victims protected under VAWA, in 2022 HUD began including human trafficking as part 

of the list of victims protected under VAWA (as seen in Notices PIH 2022-06, PIH 2022-22, 

and PIH 2022-24). In the absence of a final rule implementing VAWA 2022 and to mirror 

HUD’s recent usage, this policy includes human trafficking in addition to domestic violence, 

dating violence, sexual assault, and stalking anywhere such a list appears. 

In addition to definitions of key terms used in VAWA, this part contains general VAWA 

requirements and PHA policies in three areas: notification, documentation, and confidentiality. 

Specific VAWA requirements and PHA policies are located in Chapter 3, “Eligibility” (sections 

3-I.C and 3-III.F); Chapter 5, “Occupancy Standards and Unit Offers” (section 5-II.D); Chapter 

8, “Leasing and Inspections” (section 8-I.B); Chapter 12, “Transfer Policy” (sections 12-III.C, 

12-III.F, and 12-IV.D); and Chapter 13, “Lease Terminations” (sections 13-III.F and 13-IV.D).  

16-VII.B. DEFINITIONS [24 CFR 5.2003, FR Notice 8/6/13] 

As used in VAWA: 

 The term affiliated individual means, with respect to a person: 

- A spouse, parent, brother or sister, or child of that individual, or an individual to whom 

that person stands in the position or place of a parent; or  

- Any individual, tenant or lawful occupant living in the household of the victim of 

domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking. 

 The term bifurcate means, with respect to a public housing or Section 8 lease, to divide a 

lease as a matter of law such that certain tenants can be evicted or removed while the 

remaining family members’ lease and occupancy rights are allowed to remain intact. 

 The term dating violence means violence committed by a person who is or has been in a 

social relationship of a romantic or intimate nature with the victim; and where the existence 

of such a relationship shall be determined based on a consideration of the following factors: 

- The length of the relationship 

- The type of relationship 

- The frequency of interaction between the persons involved in the relationship 
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 The term domestic violence includes felony or misdemeanor crimes committed by a current 

or former spouse or intimate partner of the victim under the family or domestic violence laws 

of the jurisdiction receiving grant funding, and in the case of victim services, includes the use 

or attempted use of physical abuse or sexual abuse, or a pattern of any other coercive 

behavior committed, enabled, or solicited to gain or maintain power and control over a 

victim, including verbal, psychological, economic, or technological abuse that may or may 

not constitute criminal behavior, by a person who is: 

- The current or former spouse or intimate partner of the victim, or person similarly 

situated to a spouse or intimate partner of the victim 

- A person who is cohabitating or has cohabitated with the victim as a spouse or intimate 

partner 

- A person with whom the victim shares a child in common 

- A person who commits acts against a youth or adult victim who is protected from those 

acts under the domestic or family violence laws of the jurisdiction 

 The term economic abuse means behavior that is coercive, deceptive, or unreasonably 

controls or restrains a person’s ability to acquire, use, or maintain economic resources to 

which they are entitled, including using coercion, fraud, and manipulation to: 

- Restrict a person’s access to money, assets, credit, or financial information 

- Unfairly use a person’s personal economic resources, including money, assets, and credit, 

for one’s own advantage 

- Exert undue influence over a person’s financial and economic behavior or decisions, 

including forcing default on joint or other financial obligations, exploiting powers of 

attorney, guardianship, or conservatorship, or to whom one has a fiduciary duty 

 The term sexual assault means: 

- Any nonconsensual sexual act proscribed by Federal, tribal, or State law, including when 

the victim lacks the capacity to consent 

 The term stalking means:  

- To engage in a course of conduct directed at a specific person that would cause a 

reasonable person to fear for their safety or the safety of others, or suffer substantial 

emotional distress. 
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 The term technological abuse means an act or pattern of behavior that occurs within 

domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking and is intended to harm, 

threaten, intimidate, control, stalk, harass, impersonate, exploit, extort, or monitor another 

person, except as otherwise permitted by law, that occurs using any form of technology, 

including but not limited to: 

- Internet enabled devices 

- Online spaces and platforms 

- Computers 

- Mobile devices 

- Cameras and imaging programs 

- Apps 

- Location tracking devices 

- Communication technologies 

- Any other emergency technologies 

16-VII.C. NOTIFICATION [24 CFR 5.2005(a)] 

Notification to Public 

The PHA adopts the following policy to help ensure that all actual and potential beneficiaries of 

its public housing program are aware of their rights under VAWA. 

PHA Policy 

The PHA will post the following information regarding VAWA in its offices and on its 

website. It will also make the information readily available to anyone who requests it. 

A copy of Form HUD-5380, Notice of Occupancy Rights under VAWA, to public 

housing program applicants and participants who are or have been victims of 

domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking (Form HUD-5380, 

see Exhibit 16-1) 

A copy of Form HUD-5382, Certification of Domestic Violence, Dating 

Violence, Sexual Assault, or Stalking and Alternate Documentation (see 

Exhibit 16-2) 

A copy of the PHA’s emergency transfer plan (Exhibit 16-3) 

A copy of Form HUD-5383, HUD’s Emergency Transfer Request for Certain 

Victims of Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, or Stalking, 

Form HUD-5383 (Exhibit 16-4) 

The National Domestic Violence Hot Line: 1-800-799-SAFE (7233) or 

1-800-787-3224 (TTY) (included in Exhibit 16-1) 

Contact information for local victim advocacy groups or service providers 
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Notification to Applicants and Tenants [24 CFR 5.2005(a)(1)] 

PHAs are required to inform public housing applicants and tenants of their rights under VAWA, 

including their right to confidentiality and the limits thereof, when they are denied assistance, 

when they are admitted to the program, and when they are notified of an eviction or termination 

of housing benefits.  

The PHA must distribute a notice of VAWA rights, along with the VAWA self-certification 

form (HUD-5382) at each of these three junctures. 

PHA Policy 

The VAWA information provided to applicants and participants will consist of the  

notices in Exhibit 16-1 and 16-2. 

The PHA will provide all applicants with information about VAWA at the time they 

request an application for housing assistance. The PHA will also include such 

information in all notices of denial of assistance (see section 3-III.G). 

The PHA will provide all tenants with information about VAWA at the time of admission 

(see section 8-I.B) and at annual reexamination. The PHA will also include such 

information in all lease termination notices (see section 13-IV.F). 

The PHA is not limited to providing VAWA information at the times specified in the above 

policy. If the PHA decides to provide VAWA information to a tenant following an incident of 

domestic violence, Notice PIH 2017-08 cautions against sending the information by mail, since 

the abuser may be monitoring the mail. The notice recommends that in such cases the PHA make 

alternative delivery arrangements that will not put the victim at risk. 

PHA Policy 

Whenever the PHA has reason to suspect that providing information about VAWA to a 

public housing tenant might place a victim of domestic violence at risk, it will attempt to 

deliver the information by hand directly to the victim or by having the victim come to an 

office or other space that may be safer for the individual, making reasonable 

accommodations as necessary. For example, the PHA may decide not to send mail 

regarding VAWA protections to the victim’s unit if the PHA believes the perpetrator may 

have access to the victim’s mail, unless requested by the victim. 

When discussing VAWA with the victim, the PHA will take reasonable precautions to 

ensure that no one can overhear the conversation such as having conversations in a 

private room. 

The victim may, but is not required to, designate an attorney, advocate, or other secure 

contact for communications regarding VAWA protections. 
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16-VII.D. DOCUMENTATION [24 CFR 5.2007] 

A PHA presented with a claim for initial or continued assistance based on status as a victim of 

domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalking, human trafficking, or criminal 

activity related to any of these forms of abuse may—but is not required to—request that the 

individual making the claim document the abuse. Any request for documentation must be in 

writing, and the individual must be allowed at least 14 business days after receipt of the request 

to submit the documentation. The PHA may extend this time period at its discretion. [24 CFR 

5.2007(a)] 

The individual may satisfy the PHA’s request by providing any one of the following three forms 

of documentation [24 CFR 5.2007(b)]: 

(1) A completed and signed HUD-approved certification form (HUD-5382, Certification of 

Domestic Violence, Dating Violence, Sexual Assault, or Stalking), which must include the 

name of the perpetrator only if the name of the perpetrator is safe to provide and is known to 

the victim. The form may be filled out and submitted on behalf of the victim. 

(2) A federal, state, tribal, territorial, or local police report or court record, or an administrative 

record 

(3) Documentation signed by a person who has assisted the victim in addressing domestic 

violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalking, or human trafficking, or the effects of such 

abuse. This person may be an employee, agent, or volunteer of a victim service provider; an 

attorney; a mental health professional; or a medical professional. The person signing the 

documentation must attest under penalty of perjury to the person’s belief that the incidents in 

question are bona fide incidents of abuse. The victim must also sign the documentation. 

The PHA may not require third-party documentation (forms 2 and 3) in addition to certification 

(form 1), except as specified below under “Conflicting Documentation,” nor may it require 

certification in addition to third-party documentation [FR Notice 11/16/16]. 

PHA Policy 

Any request for documentation of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, 

stalking, or human trafficking will be in writing, will specify a deadline of 14 business 

days following receipt of the request, will describe the three forms of acceptable 

documentation, will provide explicit instructions on where and to whom the 

documentation must be submitted, and will state the consequences for failure to submit 

the documentation or request an extension in writing by the deadline. 

The PHA may, in its discretion, extend the deadline for 10 business days. In determining 

whether to extend the deadline, the PHA will consider factors that may contribute to the 

victim’s inability to provide documentation in a timely manner, including cognitive 

limitations, disabilities, limited English proficiency, absence from the unit, administrative 

delays, the danger of further violence, and the victim’s need to address health or safety 

issues. Any extension granted by the PHA will be in writing. 

Once the victim provides documentation, the PHA will acknowledge receipt of the 

documentation within 10 business days. 
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Conflicting Documentation [24 CFR 5.2007(e)] 

In cases where the PHA receives conflicting certification documents from two or more members 

of a household, each claiming to be a victim and naming one or more of the other petitioning 

household members as the perpetrator, the PHA may determine which is the true victim by 

requiring each to provide acceptable third-party documentation, as described above (forms 2 and 

3). The PHA may also request third-party documentation when submitted documentation 

contains information that conflicts with existing information already available to the PHA. The 

PHA must honor any court orders issued to protect the victim or to address the distribution of 

property. Individuals have 30 calendar days to return third-party verification to the PHA. If the 

PHA does not receive third-party documentation, and the PHA will deny or terminate assistance 

as a result, the PHA must hold separate hearings for the tenants [Notice PIH 2017-08]. 

PHA Policy 

If presented with conflicting certification documents from members of the same 

household, the PHA will attempt to determine which is the true victim by requiring each 

of them to provide third-party documentation in accordance with 24 CFR 5.2007(e) and 

by following any HUD guidance on how such determinations should be made. When 

requesting third-party documents, the PHA will provide contact information for local 

domestic violence and legal aid offices. In such cases, applicants or tenants will be given 

30 calendar days from the date of the request to provide such documentation. 

If the PHA does not receive third-party documentation within the required timeframe 

(and any extensions) the PHA will deny VAWA protections and will notify the applicant 

or tenant in writing of the denial. If, as a result, the applicant or tenant is denied or 

terminated from the program, the PHA will hold separate hearings for the applicants or 

tenants. 

Discretion to Require No Formal Documentation [24 CFR 5.2007(d)] 

The PHA has the discretion to provide benefits to an individual based solely on the individual’s 

statement or other corroborating evidence—i.e., without requiring formal documentation of 

abuse in accordance with 24 CFR 5.2007(b). HUD recommends documentation in a confidential 

manner when a verbal statement or other evidence is accepted. 

PHA Policy 

If the PHA accepts an individual’s statement or other corroborating evidence (as 

determined by the victim) of domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalking, 

or human trafficking, the PHA will document acceptance of the statement or evidence in 

the individual’s file. 

Failure to Provide Documentation [24 CFR 5.2007(c)] 

In order to deny relief for protection under VAWA, a PHA must provide the individual 

requesting relief with a written request for documentation of abuse. If the individual fails to 

provide the documentation within 14 business days from the date of receipt, or such longer time 

as the PHA may allow, the PHA may deny relief for protection under VAWA. 
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16-VII.E. CONFIDENTIALITY [24 CFR 5.2007(b)(4)] 

All information provided to the PHA regarding domestic violence, dating violence, sexual 

assault, stalking, or human trafficking, including the fact that an individual is a victim of 

domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalking, or human trafficking, must be 

retained in confidence. This means that the PHA (1) may not enter the information into any 

shared database, (2) may not allow employees or others to access the information unless they are 

explicitly authorized to do so and have a need to know the information for purposes of their 

work, and (3) may not provide the information to any other entity or individual, except to the 

extent that the disclosure is (a) requested or consented to by the individual in writing, (b) 

required for use in an eviction proceeding, or (c) otherwise required by applicable law. 

PHA Policy 

If disclosure is required for use in an eviction proceeding or is otherwise required by 

applicable law, the PHA will inform the victim before disclosure occurs so that safety 

risks can be identified and addressed. 
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