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FEBRUARY 2026 NEWSLETTER

Repositioning — On 1/27/2026, I completed the HUD application for the demolition of the 2nd building at
Landess Terrace and the 12 unit building at E. Adams. It is now waiting on HUD for approval. This
application will purge an additional 16 units from housing inventory with 18 more to go. Recently, we were
able to clear tenants from all units in Perry and they are ready for us to move forward. We have 7 occupants
between the 12 unit building & Baylis that we are working to re-house if possible. Remember if you are a
tenant in one of the affected properties that we will try to re-house you, but if we cannot then there still is
the prospect of a voucher through Menard County Housing Authority for you to be able to rent somewhere
else in the general public but still get it government subsidized. HOWEVER, there is one catch to that I
want to caution you on. For a private market rental to receive such a voucher it must pass HUD guidelines
for unit condition. If it does not then the property will not be allowed to have such a voucher. As a
remaining tenant in the 12 unit building or Baylis you should evaluate what we have to offer you and make
sure you are making the best choice for your household. Our obligation is to offer you what we have
available, not the place you want to go. Please keep that in mind.

Snow Removal & Heat - I feel like we've had less calls about both of these so far this year, but I wanted to
take a moment for a reminder. In regards to snow removal, please understand that we still have 7 towns and
15+ sites to service and we have 4 maintenance staff to do this with. There is simply no way we can clear
everything all at once and we do not have the budget authority to hire this out. We will get there, but it may
take time. In regards to heat, please understand that if your unit is 70 degrees and you'd like it to be 80
degrees then we have no reason to come check out the heat, it's working just fine. If the temperature is
approaching 55 degrees in the unit then that is a different story.

Utility Allowances & Flat Rents FY 2026 — The new Utility Allowances and Flat Rents to be used for FY
2026 are active and will be applied to all transactions after 1/1/2026. The Flat Rents only impact higher
earning households whereas the Utility Allowances affect everyone. The Utility Allowances do vary by
location. There are many factors that go into these such as utility cost/type, property age, unit type/size,
consumption patterns, HUD regulation, etc. These are posted on the PCHA website
www.pikehousing.com under both the applicant and tenant tabs.

Government Funding — As of writing this we are potentially looking at another government shutdown for
HUD programs. These shutdowns are unfortunate, however they have little to no impact on us locally. The

housing authority maintains reserves and we still have revenue coming in from our tenants. The result is
that we could go for a period of time without the government funds.

Tenant Responsibilities — With the arrival of each year, I like to remind people of the contract they signed
when they became tenants and the responsibilities they agreed to in exchange for the apartment itself and a
few basic services from the PHA.




In the lease agreement you indicated that you will;

. Pay your rent by the due date

. Keep your electric in good standing

. Turn in materials requested in a timely manner

. Take good care of the apartment by not causing damage or living in poor conditions
. Cooperate with the housing authority staff and contractors

. Seek permission prior to moving someone in

. Be respectful of your neighbors, housing authority staff and contractors

. Keep the max number of pets

. Not smoke within 25 feet of any PHA building

The list is not comprehensive, but it’s enough to make you aware that there are several things you must do
to remain in good standing. All PHA staff do our best to make sure we are meeting our obligations to you,
so please do us the same courtesy in return.

Let’s keep 2026 off to a good start! Have a great month of February and thank you.

Regards,

L

Chris Bruns
Executive Director



Pike County Senior Center will provide tax services for Pike Couﬂﬁ residents.

Call 1-800-252-9027 to get an appointment.
VITA tax services will be at JWCC next to Pittsfield airport.
By appointment only
WHAT IS VITA?

The IRS's Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) and Tax Counseling for the
Elderly (TCE) programs offer free basic tax return preparation to qualified
individuals.

The VITA program has operated for over 50 years. VITA sites offer free tax help to
people who need assistance in preparing their own tax returns, including:

» People who generally make $69,000 or less
« Persons with disabilities; and
« Limited English-speaking taxpayers

In addition to VITA, the TCE program offers free tax help, particularly for those
who are 60 years of age and older, specializing in questions about pensions and
retirement-related issues unique to seniors.

While the IRS manages the VITA and TCE programs, the VITA/TCE sites are
operated by IRS partners and staffed by volunteers who want to make a
difference in their communities. The IRS-certified volunteers who provide tax
counseling are often retired individuals associated with non-profit organizations
that receive grants from the IRS.

VITA/TCE services are not only free, they are also a reliable and trusted source
for preparing tax returns. All VITA/TCE volunteers who prepare returns must take
and pass tax law training that meets or exceeds IRS standards. This training
includes maintaining the privacy and confidentiality of all taxpayer information. In
addition to requiring volunteers to certify their knowledge of the tax laws, the IRS
requires a quality review check for every return prepared at a VITA/TCE site prior
to filing. Each filing season, tens of thousands of dedicated VITA/TCE volunteers
prepare millions of federal and state returns.




PROTECT YOURSELF.

KNOW THE SIGNS OF TAX FRAUD.

WHAT IS TAX FRAUD?

Tax fraud happens when someone doesn’t pay taxes owed, gives false information on a tax return to
get money they shouldn’t receive, or files a tax return using someone else’s information.

WHY SHOULD YOU BE CONCERNED?

Tax fraud harms you and your community. It can lead to civil or criminal charges, put your money and
personal information at risk, and reduce funding for essential community services.

THIS TAX SEASON:

O * Choose a trustworthy tax preparer. Avoid return preparers who promise large refunds
@ or charge a fee based on your refund amount. A trustworthy tax preparer will also
provide their Preparer Tax Identification Number (PTIN) on your tax return and give you a
complete copy of your return for your records.

* Protect your return. Never sign a blank tax return, and make sure your refund goes to

your account, not your tax preparer’s. Do not file your return if it reports false income,
expenses, or dependents.

@ » Be cautious with emails and texts. Don’t click links or open attachments from unknown
senders claiming to be from the IRS. These could be scams that steal your personal
information or install malware on your device.

» Don’t fall for social media scams. Ignore social media influencers who encourage you to
falsify your tax return with inaccurate income, false withholdings or credits. You could owe
a hefty sum to the IRS if your tax return is not accurate, including penalties and interest.

* Report suspicious activity. If you think someone is trying to scam you during tax season
contact law enforcement and the IRS.

Penalties for tax fraud

» Filing a False Return: Up to 5 years in prison and/or $100,000 fine.

» Conspiring to file false returns: Up to 10 years in prison and court imposed fine.

» Credit disallowance: You can be banned from claiming certain credits for up to 10 years.

PROTECT YOURSELF:

« Find a vetted tax preparer by visiting www.irs.gov/chooseataxpro.

« Get FREE, IRS-certified help at http://irs.treasury.gov/freetaxprep.

» Rely on IRS.gov for answers to questions about tax forms and eligibility for credits and deductions.

» Report suspicious activity using the Return Preparer Complaint form at www.irs.gov/dmaf/form/f14157.
« If you think you've been scammed, call the IRS Identity Theft Hotline at 1-800-908-4490.

"f[ OFFICE OF Stay informed. Stay safe.

TaTag] i L it Protect yourself from tax fraud.
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60™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE SUPER BOWL

The Super Bowl originated from the 1966 merger
agreement between the NFL and AFL, with the
inaugrural championship game played on January 15,
1967. Intially known as the AFL-NFL World
Championship Game, it became a major pop-culture
event, with the name “Super Bowl” adopted in 1969.

Super Bowl 2026 Sunday,
February 8thr@5:30pm
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Presidents’ Day 2026 is on Monday, February 16, 2026

As a federal holiday observed on the third Monday in Ferbruary, it honors all U.S.
Presidents, with many government offices, banks, and schools closed. It is also a
popular day for retail sales and three-day weekend travel. The alternative name for
Presidents’ Day is Washington’s Birthday.



WCMTD THE WHEELS OF PIKE COUNTY..

Pike County Housing Authority would like to remind our tenants that PCHA will
cover the cost of West Central Mass Transits rides for medical, education,
employment, shopping (local food & beverage, dry goods and pharmaceuticals),
congregate meals, professional services (not including barber/beauty shops, nail
salons, etc.), legal, court ordered, financial, and social service appointments.

Not covered by PCHA are shopping trips to Jacksonville/Quincy etc. for
“recreational shopping”, recreational activities such as restaurants, movie
theaters, events, or other personal trips.

You can still use the service for your personal recreational activities but tenants
would pay their own fares. Same day trips maybe accepted, upcharge fee will be
tenant’s responsibility.

West Central Mass Transit District

1-217-285-4529
Reservations accepted:
Monday-Friday 7:00am-5:00pm

Reservations are accepted on a first come first serve basis

This agreement provides the ability for residents to obtain transportation to
necessary appointments, goods, services and employment. It does not provide
transportation to bars, gambling, smoke shops, restaurants or frivolous travel.



